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GRAY WOLF KILLED IN ACT OF LIVESTOCK DEPREDATION

A gray wolf was shot and killed by a livestock producer in the early morning hours of March 19, 2001.
The radio-collared wolf was in the act of killing a calf on the rancher’s private property in the East Fork
of the Salmon River. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service law enforcement officials confirmed the death of a
two-year-old subadult male member of the White Hawk Pack.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service law enforcement officer Paul Weyland stated that although several other
wolves were involved in the depredation incident, the livestock producer chose to shoot only one of the
animals. Wildlife specialists and law enforcement officers were informed immediately of the event, and
an investigation and necropsy followed later that day.

The Service’s Idaho Wolf Recovery Coordinator, Carter Niemeyer, noted that the experimental rule
allows for livestock producers to “take ” (injure or kill) a wolf on their private land if the animal is in
the act of killing, wounding or biting livestock. Niemeyer said, “Evidence revealed that this was a classic
wolf depredation incident, and that the property owner had every legal right to act as he did.”

Radio signals continue to be received in the drainage. Nez Perce Tribe, USDA Wildlife Services and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service wolf recovery officials will continue to monitor the situation in the
East Fork.
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